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(57) ABSTRACT

A network system provides delivery of items using
unmanned aerial vehicles (UAV) or drones. The network
system uses an infrastructure of nodes that include landing
pads to dock drones, as well as interfaces to provide and
receive items from docked drones. Nodes may be stationary
(e.g., fixed at a building rooftop or public transit station) or
mobile (e.g., mounted to a vehicle). The network system
may determine a route for delivery of an item, where a drone
transports the item for at least a portion of the route. For
example, the route may include multiple waypoints associ-
ated with nodes between which drones travel. For other
portions of the route, the network system may request a
provider to transport the item using a ground-based vehicle.
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